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Agenda:  

 
1. Beginning Mid 1970th in Berlin – urban environmental discussion; 

 

2. Berlin today: Some remained “permaculturalists” – and more z-farmer 

 

3. Selected spotlights about food from the roof from around the globe 

  

4. Discussion: The both poles on urban roof farming:  

  Food for poor urbans  

   or 

  Places for Gourmet junkies searching fresh products in 

    Cities? 



The Beginning 

Vision 1978: 

 



Standorte 
first steps 1984 … 

and annual  

monitoring  

today …  



Arbeitsthese:   

Allium schoenoprasum … wächst auf 5-7 cm Substrat – 

massenhaft 

 
 



Titel der PPT – im 

Master einzugeben 

• Biodiversity – honey bees 

– wild bees 

• Plant species - polination  



Permaculture on roofs in Berlin 
• From 1985 to today 

 

 



Today: a movement: 

Link: http://www.zfarm.de/  

 

Including interactive map: Façade; indoor, roof,  

 

http://www.zfarm.de/
http://www.zfarm.de/


3. Some spotlights about food from the roof from around the globe 

 1: Australia  

 2: Austria 

 3: China 

 4: Thailand-Bangkok 

 5: Hongkong 

 6: Japan – Tokio 

 7: Canada: Vancouver 

 8: USA: NYC,  

 9: India 

 

- Façade 

- Roof 

- Indoor 

 

 

 

 



Pumpkin on the roof in Melbourne 

the ABC – story 2008 

 

 



Wine – as  

Green signature of a  

Green politician in 

Perth 
  
 

Feb. 2010 



Perth, five Star building 

 
 

  
 

Organic food block 



Detail: 

 
 

  
 

Pflanzenart, Austausch möglich, Haltbarkeit auf wie viele Jahre? 



Roof –Wine Garden St. George Str. 

 

 

  
 



 

• Austria 



2: Austria: Food from the roof: 
 



3: China: Orange on the Central 

slaugther house of Shanghai 

 

 



3: China –  

Food from the Roofs – 

Rice paddies on the roof 



China –  

Proud roof rice farmer 



4: Bangkok: 

Vertical farming … food from the roof …. A 
labor place for 3 persons 

 



4. Details 

 

 



… Jauchen 

 

 



Hongkong – 16 School projects, biodiversity and 

urban agriculture – Botanic  heros 

 

 



Tokio „Indoor–Farm“: Office Reception 

 



Tokio: Indoor–Farm; Alcove greening in a business building 

 



Vancouver – Fairmont – Star cooking 

 

 



Vancouver, 

social 

neighbourhood- 

project 



Hony from 

Snodgrass 

farm …  

 



 

 



Big solution? Brooklyn granges 

  

 



 

4. Discussion: The both poles on urban roof farming:  

  Food for poor urbans  

   or 

  Places for Gourmet junkies - searching  

   the freshest products in Cities? 

Technical requirements; safety; access, air pollution,  

  

Some professional solution on limited lands, like: Qiandao Lake 

Rooftop Agriculture … 

http://www.wgrc.cn/data/attachment/portal/201207/20/145116tkawzkaneaywvvy9.jpg


Thanks for your 

patience! 

 

• Courtesy:  

Adrienne Thadani: 

“Fresh and local”  

-and thanks to  

Dhiru Thadani. 

 


